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The	collective	volume	existence and the One	
represents	 a	 collaboration	 of	 philosophers	
from	 universities	 in	 Italy,	 Croatia,	 Japan,	
France,	 Poland	 and	 Germany.	 They	 aspired	
to	create	a	contemporary	academic	dialogue	
engaging	with	the	great	metaphysical	theories	
of	 the	 past	 by	 taking	 into	 consideration	 the	
modern-day	 need	 for	 an	 inclusive	 dialogue	
and	a	 repositioning	of	philosophy,	 itself	 ad-
dressing	 the	 very	 question	 of	 meaning	 and	
usefulness	 of	 philosophy	 being	 brought	 for-
ward	 with	 increasing	 insistence.	 Philosophy	
and	philosophical	thinking	are	facing	scrutiny	
from	 both	 the	 public	 and	 academic	 circles.	
Doubt	rose	over	the	purpose	and	importance	
of	 studying	 and	 teaching	 philosophy	 nowa-
days;	the	time	of	great	influential	thinkers	that	
belong	 to	 the	philosophical	 tradition	 is	 long	
gone	and	often	forgotten.	Once	the	crowning	
jewel	of	one’s	academic	pursuits,	today	phi-
losophy	has	been	 reduced	 to	 just	one	of	 the	
branches	of	humanities.
In	 today’s	 science-oriented	 world,	 the	 sig-
nificance	of	philosophical	thought	and	tradi-
tion	 is	 declining,	 philosophy	 no	 longer	 has	



















social	 role,	 and	 with	 this	 realisation	 comes	
the	 demand	 for	 responsibility	 in	 our	 philo-
sophical	 thought	 and	 our	 academic	 writing.	
The	 awareness	 of	 the	 current	 predicament	
of	philosophy	has	underlined	the	importance	
of	this	collection	of	papers	for	its	editors	and	
contributing	 authors,	 who	 have	 taken	 upon	
themselves	 the	 delicate	 and	 unenviable	 task	
of	 creating	 a	 contemporary	 academic	 dia-
logue,	 rethinking	 the	nature	and	meaning	of	
existence	 and	 the	 philosophical	 problem	 of	
the	One,	 and	 through	 those	questions	 trying	
to	establish	the	significance	of	philosophy	for	
modern-day	society.




















Reflecting	 on	 the	 existence	 and	 the	 One	
prompts	 the	 questioning	 of	 the	 relationship	
between	 existence	 as	 characteristic	 of	 a	 hu-
man	being	and	 transcendence,	more	 specifi-
cally	its	role	in	distinctive	human	experience.	












purpose	 and	 freedom	 to	 change	 themselves	
continuously	 through	 their	 actions,	 urging	
them	“towards	communication,	loving	strug-
gle,	rejection	of	force”	(p.	34).	Jaspers’s	mes-
sage,	 while	 profoundly	 optimistic,	 is	 at	 the	
same	time	“extremely	demanding,	calling	for	
the	 highest	 spiritual	 effort,	 for	 courage,	 and	
for	 risk-taking	 with	 no	 guarantees”	 (p.	 218)	





In	 his	 contribution	 to	 the	 collection,	 Alojz	





















existentialism	 (pp.	 163–180).	As	part	 of	 the	
human	 existence,	 humans	 attempt	 to	 under-
stand	the	world,	and	thus	begins	the	quest	for	
truth	 that	 is	 vital	 to	 every	 individual	 life	 as	






tradition	 but	 did	 not	 refrain	 from	 using	 that	
tradition	as	a	foundation	on	which	to	build	his	
own	thought	with	the	goal	of	addressing	the	
pressing	 issues	 of	 his	 time,	 which	 included	





Nowadays	 philosophy	 is	 found	 on	 the	 pe-
riphery,	on	the	outskirts	of	both	the	academic	
world	 and	 society	 in	 general,	 subjected	 to	
increasingly	flagrant	questionings	of	its	pur-
pose	 and	 contribution	 to	 the	 modern	 world	
from	 the	 academic	 institutions	 it	 has	 been	








most	 important.	 Jaspers	 saw	 limit	 situations	
as	beginnings,	pivotal	moments	that	can	pro-
pel	forward	and	should,	therefore,	be	seen	as	
opportunities.	 Taking	 the	 time	 to	 be	 critical	
of	one’s	thought	is	an	essential	part	of	philo-
sophical	thinking,	and	with	that	in	mind,	we	




merit	 could	 be	 precisely	 what	 philosophy	
needed	 to	 awake	 from	 its	 slumber,	 emerge	
from	 its	 metaphorical	 cave	 and	 demonstrate	
what	 it	 is	 that	 philosophy	 can	 bring	 to	 the	
world.	 Once	 upon	 a	 time,	 philosophers	 had	
the	 respect	 of	 their	 communities	 and	 their	





collection,	 we	 are	 reminded	 that	 we	 alone	




statements.	 Philosophy,	 as	 thought,	 has	 the	
potential	 to	 contribute	 to	 every	 individual’s	
life	 by	 assisting	 them	 in	 realising	 their	 po-
tential	to	take	agency	over	their	lives.	In	this	
manner,	 philosophy	 can	 have	 a	 direct	 and	
profound	impact	on	every	individual	and	help	
them	to	achieve	fulfilment	in	their	lives	in	a	
way	that	is	not	and	could	never	be	subject	to	
scientific	research	or	experimentation,	and	by	
accomplishing	this	philosophy	will	reconnect	
with	its	primary	purpose.
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